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Conference at a Glance 
 

Thursday,	  November	  13,	  2014	  
	  

TIME	   	   LOCATION	   EVENT	  
 
8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Executive Boardroom Ontario CEC Board of Directors’ Meeting 
 
4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Oakes Ballroom Foyer Conference Registration 
  
 
 
 

Friday,	  November	  14,	  2014	  
 

TIME	   	   LOCATION	   	   EVENT	  
  
 
7:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. Oakes Ballroom Foyer  Conference Registration    
  Oakes Ballroom North  Exhibitors/Publishers’ Display &    
     Refreshment Station 
 
7:30 – 8:30 a.m.  Oakes Ballroom North  Buffet Breakfast 
   
8:30 – 9:30 a.m.  Oakes Ballroom South  Opening Session 
     Keynote Speaker: DJ Cunningham 
 
9:45 – 10:45 a.m.  Meeting Rooms & Ballroom  Concurrent Presentations  
    
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Meeting Rooms & Ballroom  Concurrent Presentations 
      
12:00  – 1:00 p.m.  Oakes Ballroom South  Luncheon/Networking with Colleagues 
 
1:00 – 2:00 p.m.  Meeting Rooms & Ballroom  Concurrent Presentations  
     
2:15 – 3:15 p.m.  Meeting Rooms & Ballroom  Concurrent Presentations  
      
2:30 – 3:30 p.m.  Pioneer Suite (check at registration) Ontario Pioneer Division AGM 
 
3:30 – 4:30 p.m.  Meeting Rooms & Ballroom  Concurrent Presentations 
 
4:30 – 5:30 p.m.  Niagara Meeting Room  Ontario Council for Children with 

   Behavioural Disorders AGM & 
   Reception 

 
4:30 – 6:00 p.m.  Oakes Ballroom North  Poster Presentations 
     President’s Reception 
         
  

 



 

	  
Saturday,	  November	  15,	  2014	  

	  

TIME	   	   LOCATION	   	   EVENT	  
 
 
7:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Oakes Ballroom Foyer  Conference Registration  
  Oakes Ballroom North  Exhibitors/Publishers’ Display           
      
7:30 – 8:00 a.m.  Niagara Meeting Room  Ontario CEC Annual General Meeting 
 
7:30 – 8:30 a.m.  Oakes Ballroom North  Continental Breakfast 
 
8:30 – 9:30 a.m.  Meeting Rooms   Concurrent Presentations  
   
9:45 – 10:45 a.m.  Meeting Rooms   Concurrent Presentations  
 
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Meeting Rooms   Concurrent Presentations  
 
    
12:00 – 2:00 p.m.  Oakes Ballroom South  Closing Session/Luncheon  
                     Awards Presentations 
     Self-Advocate Address:   
     Elisa Blasi  
   
 

 
 

Ministry of Education Strand 
 

★ Overview of Special Education in Ontario 
 

★ Student Well-Being and Positive Mental Health:  
Creating Supportive Classrooms 

 
★ Help: I Need to Run an In-Service on Individual Education Plans (IEPs) 

 
★ Supporting Students with Learning Disabilities 

 
★ Integrated Transition Planning for Young People with a Developmental 

Disability: A Collaborative Process 
 

 



 

Awards Presentations 
 

Annual General Meeting 
Saturday, November 15, 2014 – 7:30 – 8:00 a.m. 

Niagara Meeting Room 
 

20, 25, 35 & 40 Year CEC Member Awards 
 
 

Awards Luncheon 
Adult Awards 

Saturday, November 15, 2014 – 12:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
Oakes Ballroom South 

 
Business, Community & Agency Award 
Educational Leader of the Year Award 

Teacher of the Year Award 
Paraprofessional of the Year Award  

Yes I Can! Parent Award 
 

 
Awards Luncheon 

Student Yes I Can! Awards 
Saturday, November 15, 2014 – 12:00 – 2:00 p.m. 

Oakes Ballroom South 
 

Self-Advocate Address 
Yes I Can! Student Awards 

 
 

The Yes I Can! Student Awards are generously supported by: 
 

 



 

 
Welcome from International CEC 

 
  

Dear Ontario CEC Conference Attendees: 

 
Welcome to the 58th Annual Ontario CEC Special Education 
Conference!  As President of International CEC, I am pleased to see a 
wide range of topics and many experts in the field of special education 
presenting at the conference.  
 
The broad range of issues covered during this year’s conference 
provides an abundance of learning opportunities for all educators. 

You’ll be hearing from speakers about evidence-based practices, have the opportunity to try the 
latest assistive technology, witness the strengths of some of our star students receiving the Yes 
I Can student awards, and learn about the latest resources available at the exhibitor/publisher 
display.   
 
Attending this year’s conference provides the access to cutting-edge issues in special education 
and I know that you’ll enjoy networking and connecting with colleagues.   I hope you have a 
productive conference where you can share your research and teaching strategies with others, 
learn something new to take back to your school, and recharge your batteries and reconnect with 
your colleagues. 
 
Enjoy the conference! 
 
Robin D. Brewer, Ed.D.  
President, International CEC  
 
 
 
 

 Strand Legend for Breakout Sessions: 
 

 
 

Ontario Ministry of 
Education 

 

 
 

Learning Disabilities 

 
 
 

Technology  
 

 
 

Autism 
 

 
 

Ontario Council for Children 
with Behavioural Disorders 

 
 
 
 
  



 

   

	  
Conference	  Sessions	  &	  Speakers	  

	  
Friday,	  November	  14,	  2014	  

 
 
8:30 – 9:30 a.m. 
 
Oakes Ballroom South  Opening	  General	  Session   
   
 

 
♦ Welcoming Remarks 

♦ Keynote Speaker: DJ Cunningham 

Building Resilience and Capacity through the Efficiencies of 
Technology 
CEO, LEARNstyle Ltd., Motivational Speaker 

 
DJ's passion and expertise grows out of a deep personal understanding of 
learning disabilities. DJ has a significant learning disability, as does his 

brother. In school he faced all the issues of those with hidden disabilities: feelings of inadequacy and 
stupidity, concealment, embarrassment, ridicule, teasing, being viewed as lazy or defiant. He used common 
coping mechanisms such as becoming invisible, acting out, and at times and with growing sophistication, 
“playing the LD card.” At Trent University, he discovered assistive technologies and a door to independence 
and academic success opened. DJ has been a user of Assistive Technologies for the past 10 years and has 
trained hundreds of students and led numerous training workshops. In 2008, he co-founded LEARNstyle 
Ltd., a company that has been a service provider for SEA claims training, PD sessions, Tutoring, Tech 
Camps and a provider of keynote speeches on Assistive Technologies.  DJ’s vision for Assistive Technology 
has grown and we now see it as truly necessary for some but beneficial for all. 
 
 
 
9:45 – 10:45 a.m. 
 
Peninsula Overview of Special Education in Ontario   
 Barry Finlay, Director, Special Education Policy & Programs Branch, Ministry of 
 Education 

 
This presentation will review the renewed vision for the Ministry of Education and the 
strategic directions for the Special Education Policy and Programs Branch (SEPPB). It 
will share the latest data comparing EQAO results for students with special education 
needs receiving accommodations with the general student population. The presentation 
will also provide an overview of current ministry initiatives to improve student 
achievement and well being by supporting school boards with effective planning and 
implementation of programs and services for their students with special education needs.  

 
 
 

 

  



 

 
 
Hennepin North Eye Can Use an iPad 

Carol Gear, Vision Teacher, York Catholic District School Board, Kathy Robinson, 
Vision Teacher, Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School Board, and Connie Weber, 
Vision Teacher, York Catholic District School Board 

 
Learn how students who are blind or who have low vision can use iPads from JK to Grade 
12, to access curriculum, view material presented at a distance, read braille, and travel 
using GPS. 

 
   
Hennepin South “From Mass Practice to Mastery” The Other DI: Direct Instruction and the Formula for 

Reading Success 
 John Barry, Principal, The Robarts and Amethyst Schools (London), Colin Rankin & 

Julianne MacGregor, Resource Consultants and Chad Downes, Assistive Technology 
Advisor, Amethyst School 

 
 In 2013, students entered the Amethyst School for Students with Severe Learning 

Disabilities reading, on average, at the 2.3 grade level. By February, the students’ 
average reading level had increased by 1.6 grades. The keys to success at Amethyst are 
simple and can be replicated. This session shows our successful Four Part Formula to 
teach non-readers to read. 

 
 
Salon B Support Writing and Test-Taking in Kurzweil 3000! 
 Barouch Chai & Rayne Tunley, Microcomputer Science Centre 
 
Teen mental   Ever evolving, Kurzweil 3000 features a comprehensive suite of reading, writing and test 

taking tools perfectly suited to the needs of students with learning challenges, easily 
accommodating general literacy and ESL students as well. This workshop focuses on the 
use of the writing tools on the Writing Toolbar where participants will have hands-on 
experience in the creation of text files, brainstorming, adjustment of Spell Check 
options, creation of a personal dictionary, use of  the word prediction feature, as well as 
the creation of custom vocabulary lists for word prediction. We will also touch upon Fill-
in-the Blank and Assignment/Testing features that can have accessible only what the 
teacher wants during test taking. These can also be locked. Come join us as we explore 
some of the benefits of this extraordinary software and see how Kurzweil 3000 can 
make the difference! 

 
  Please note: This workshop is hands-on with individual laptops and an interactive 

whiteboard. 
 
 
Niagara High Functioning Autism and Employment 
  Sarah Duhaime, MSW, RSW.  Employment and Life Skills Coach at The Redpath Centre, 

Autism Ontario Consultant and Social Worker at Holland Bloorview Kids Rehab 
 
The More  This presentation will explore common trends related to employment, education and daily 

activity drawn from data collected on over 400 adults living with ASD in Ontario. More 
specifically case examples of adults with High Functioning Autism and at the pre-
employment and employment stages and intervention will be discussed. 

 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 



 

 
 
Ontario How to effectively and efficiently find research evidence about exceptional children 
  Dr. Robert Sandieson, Western University 
 
  Evidence-based policy and practice necessitates knowing as much of the research 

literature as possible. A fundamental problem encountered in using evidence is actually 
locating it amidst the current volume of information. This presentation describes an 
effective and efficient methodology for locating research about children with 
exceptionalities – Pearl Harvesting. 

 
 
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 
Peninsula Student Well-Being and Positive Mental Health: Creating Supportive Classrooms   
  Barry Finlay, Director, Special Education Policy & Programs Branch, Ministry of 

Education 
 
  Educators have an important role in promoting student well-being and positive mental 

health – which are fundamental to student success. Every day, educators see students 
who may be struggling with mental, physical and/or social health needs. This session will 
provide an opportunity to learn about practices and resources that can help to create a 
supportive classroom environment. 

 
 
Hennepin North Partnering for Change: Building Educator Capacity and Improving Outcomes for 

Students with Developmental Co-ordination Disorder 
 Kathy Wlodarczyk, Doctoral Student, McMaster University, Dr. Sheila Bennett, Brock 

University and Dr. Cheryl Missiuna, McMaster University and CanChild Centre 
 
 Partnering for Change is a 2-year collaborative project aimed to increase early 

identification and improve outcomes for students with Developmental Coordination 
Disorder (DCD) through capacity building. The results of Year 1 regarding change in 
educator knowledge, awareness of DCD, and understanding of supports and 
accommodations will be shared. 

 
 
Hennepin South Giving a Voice to Students with the iPad 
 Jennifer Connolly, Assistive Technology Lead, Sudbury Catholic DSB 

   
 Join Jennifer as we navigate through the exciting digital world of iPads. This is a hands-

on session. You are invited to bring your own iPad or borrow one of the 10 we have 
available. The features of the iPad with iOS 8 make the iPad a true universal design tool. 
SCDSB's iTunesU course for students with new SEA iPads will be shared with 
participants. Join us to help all students discover their voice. 

 
 
Niagara “Welcome to Holland” 
 Cheryl Roffe, Manager of Mental Health & Student Well Being, Trillium Lakelands 

District School Board 
 
 Grief and loss are commonly associated with the death of a loved one. Caregivers of 

children diagnosed with learning, behavioural or mental health problems, however, may 
also move through a similar grieving process. Focusing on the mental well-being of these 
caregivers allows professionals to develop a deeper understanding of potential fears, 
anger and their sometimes explosive responses to school staff and agency partners  

 

 

 



 

  
 
  
 working in educational settings. Grounded upon the popular passage by Emilie Perl 

Kingsley, “Welcome To Holland” and the work of Elisabeth Kubler Ross (The Five Stages 
of Grief), this workshop provides opportunities for reflection; an increase in 
understanding and empathy as well as the consideration of different responses to the 
many grieving parents suffering the loss of ‘what could have been’.  

 
 
Salon B TextHelp Read & Write Gold 
 Barouch Chai & Rayne Tunley, Microcomputer Science Centre 
 
Teen mental   TextHelp Read & Write Gold (PC/Mac) offers flexible literacy software solutions to 

assist with reading, writing, studying and research on the Desktop, in the Cloud, or on an 
iPad. The purpose of this workshop is to examine TextHelp Read & Write Gold’s powerful 
toolbar features which honour all aspects of UDL in schools, college or university, in the 
workplace, at home and for those who struggle with dyslexia.  

 
  TextHelp Read & Write Gold’s latest groundbreaking support software truly makes this 

an exceptional literacy tool for use anywhere - on the Desktop, in the Cloud, or on an 
iPad. This is a session not to be missed!  

 
  Please note: This workshop is hands-on with individual laptops and an interactive 

whiteboard. 
 
 
Ontario Learning for All Coaches: Supporting the Pathway to Inclusion 
  Missy Pfaff, Learning for All Co-ordinator & Kim Hayter, Learning for All Coach, Avon 

Maitland District School Board 
 
The More  Avon Maitland District School Board has developed a K-12 coaching model to build 

teacher capacity in order to foster positive inclusive learning environments board wide. 
Partnerships working through the Collaborative Inquiry Cycle have been established to 
build teacher capacity in moving towards the goal of each student feeling fully included in 
all classrooms. Principles from the Learning for All document including Differentiated 
Instruction and Universal Design for Learning are the foundations of this work.. Is she 
giving this presentation twice? It’s also in the earlier block. 

 
 
 
Oneida Learning Upgrade: Online Courses Featuring Songs, Video and Games  
  Leta Potter, Educational Consultant, IBM K-12 Teaching and Learning Practice 
   
  Learning Upgrade's high-interest lessons help each student make a reading and math 

breakthrough. See how students overcome learning challenges through engaging online 
courses. Learn how students with special needs access the knowledge and skills necessary 
to learn. Join us for music, learning and fun! 

 
 
 
 
12:00 – 1:00 p.m. 
 
Oakes South   Luncheon/Networking – Exhibits Open 

 
  



 

 
 

 
 
1:00 - 2:00 p.m.   Breakout Sessions Continue – Exhibits Open 
 

 
Peninsula Help: I Need to Run an In-Service on Individual Education Plans (IEPs) 
  Christine Riedel, Education Officer, Special Education Policy and Programs Branch, 

Ontario Ministry of Education. 
  

Have you been asked to run an in-service, workshop or other professional development 
opportunity for staff and need some new ideas? This session will provide you with an 
opportunity to learn more about online Ministry resources to assist educators to support 
the continuous improvement of IEPs, including transition plans to support achievement 
for students with special education needs.  
 
Please bring along your tablet to bookmark all of the resources that you may wish to use 
in the future. 
 

 
Hennepin North A First Hand Look at School Board Transformation: From Segregation to Inclusion 
 Dr. Sheila Bennett and Dr. Margo Shuttleworth, Brock University 
 
 This session will discuss the narratives of teachers within a school board moving from a 

policy of segregation and isolation to one focusing on inclusion and belonging. The 
strengths and challenges of using the current support systems within this model and 
implications for inclusive practice will be discussed. 

 
 
Hennepin South Adversity, Underdogs, and Adaptation 
 Hilary Scruton, Graduate Researcher and Dr. John McNamara, Department of Child and 

Youth Studies, Brock University 
 
 With a focus on the idea that all children have the potential to succeed, this session will 

present a necessary shift in our traditional education systems. In Malcolm Gladwell’s 
latest book, “David and Goliath: Underdogs, Misfits, and the Art of Battling Giants”, 
Gladwell presents the experiences of a number of “underdogs” who have become 
successful as a result of having to adapt to their adversity. Centered on the notion of 
“the underdog”, this session will provide strategies and tools for educators to carry into 
their own learning environments in order to effectively foster adversity.  

 
 
Niagara The Value of Students with LDs Peer Mentoring Students with Developmental 

Disabilities 
  Nadia El-Nesr, Lead Teacher, Inclusion Teacher, Peel DSB 
 
The More  This action research investigated the relationship between peer mentoring and target 

indicators of success (i.e., increase in confidence, self-esteem, and leadership skills): Will 
students with learning disabilities benefit from peer mentoring students with 
developmental disabilities? 
 
Note: Session sponsored by CEC's Ontario Subdivision on Autism & Developmental 
Disabilities 

 

 

  



 

 
 
Salon B Write, Record, and Organize! Livescribe Sky WiFi and Evernote 
 Barouch Chai & Rayne Tunley, Microcomputer Science Centre 
 
Teen mental   Paper notes often remain a core part of the note-taking experience. The Livescribe Sky 

WiFi Smartpen joins the “old-school pen & ink” concept with the Cloud. Livescribe has 
been an Evernote partner for some time and now notes and audio recordings can be saved 
to your Evernote account via Wi-Fi, or you can plug in a Micro-USB cable and save your 
work to a PC or Mac. The benefit of having a digital copy saved to Evernote is that is 
always accessible and searchable. Join us in this workshop where we will explore the 
many uses of the Livescribe Sky WiFi Smartpen and Evernote in the classroom and how 
they can assist the student so that he/she will literally not miss a word.  

 
  Please note: This workshop is hands-on with individual laptops and an interactive 

whiteboard. 
 
 
Ontario Parents Who Struggle to Let Go: Tips & Research Based Strategies to Help Parents to 

Let Go 
  Judy Gerich, Admissions Co-ordinator, College Internship Program, CIP Amherst, New 

York  
The More   

Parents need more support than a simple statement to “let go,” to change the way they 
parent. This session will focus on research-based strategies & mindsets to help parents 
through the rite of passage from adolescence to young adulthood. My focus: students 
with learning differences, their families & support people. 

 
 
Oneida Ending the Cycle of At-Risk Learners: A Proactive Approach to Supporting First-

Generation Students 
  Beau Daniels, DSBN Academy Secondary English Program Leader and Monika Pries-

Klassen, DSBN Academy Secondary Guidance and Student Support Program Leader. 
   
  In this session, researchers and practitioners will learn about District School Board of 

Niagara (DSBN) Academy, a proactive alternative education program that uses 
strategies that have the potential to prevent students from becoming labeled “at-risk.” 
The explicit focus of the school is to support first generation students preparing to 
successfully complete post-secondary studies 

 
 
2:15 – 3:15 p.m.  
 
Peninsula Supporting Students with Learning Disabilities 
  Arkadi Toritsyn – Senior Policy Advisor and Zheng Xu – Education Officer, Special 

Education Policy and Programs Branch, Ministry of Education 
  

Students with learning disabilities are the largest exceptionality group of the twelve 
exceptionalities in Ontario. In August 2014 the Ministry of Education released the 
revised Policy/Program Memorandum No. 8 (PPM8): Identification of and Program 
Planning for Students with Learning Disabilities. This session will provide general 
information about PPM 8 and provide opportunities for educators, school and system 
leaders to dialogue about their system readiness, needs and professional learning 
opportunities to support the implementation PPM8 and improve the achievement and well-
being for students with learning disabilities. 

 

 

 
  



 

 
 
Hennepin North  Changing Minds, Changing Lives - Encouraging Students with Disabilities to be Active 

in Physical Education Programs - A Program by the Canadian Paralympic Committee 
Changing Minds, Changing Lives Presenters: Rich Vanderwal, RT, and Elite Athlete 
with a Physical Disability, and Rehabilitation Consultant and Amber Muir, an 
Educational Professional. 
 
PHE Canada and the Canadian Paralympic Committee have developed a curriculum specific 
physical education resource for elementary school teachers. This resource is designed to 
get ALL students active and engaged in developing fundamental movement skills through 
the medium of parasport. Through the delivery of an interactive, inspirational 
presentation delivered by an Educational Professional and an Elite Athlete with a 
disability, participants will experience how parasport is ideal in enabling EVERY child to 
be active. By the end of this workshop, participants will be able to: 
  
• Understand the benefits of physical activity and participation of children with 

disabilities in physical activity programs and sports. 
• Understand how to access and implement the FUNdamentals curriculum using common 

and familiar physical education equipment in order to develop fundamental movement 
skills in able bodied children and children with disabilities. 

• Provide students with fundamental movement skills through experience and 
knowledge of the parsports; athletics, boccia, goalball and sitting volleyball.  

 
Note: Session sponsored by CEC's Ontario Subdivision on Autism & Developmental 
Disabilities 
 

 
Hennepin South Journey to Resilience: The Nitty Gritty 
 Dr. Ashleigh Molloy, Director, TransEd Institute 
 
 Presently, our generation of millennia’s lives in the most privileged society in history. Yet, 

the increase in mental health issues of school-age students has become an epidemic. 
Mental health or psychological issues such as anxiety and depression are seriously 
impacting student learning and may even lead to self-harming behaviour. The need to 
address mental health in the classroom has never been more important. A vital part of 
having good mental health comes from having a strong support system. Resilience is one 
quality that’s crucial to student learning and success. Today’s schools are challenged with 
increased dropout rates, truancy, skipping classes, and a variety of non-compliant 
behaviours. In this presentation, an understanding of resilience will be explored and its 
resulting impact on learning. It will empower participants with knowledge that fosters 
the building of resilience and validate the significant role that teachers play in 
facilitating student success when encountering adversity. A particular focus will be on 
students who have exceptionalities. The basis of this quest is the relationship between 
the teacher and the student. This is established by pursuing the new three “R’s”: 
Relationship, Relationship, Relationship. Stories regarding adversity will be shared as 
examples of connecting with students’ struggles. Educators are KEY in providing the 
necessary transitional support during this journey. 

   
 



 

 
 
Niagara “What do we do now?” Strategies to use in Early Learning Programs to Support 

Positive Behaviour 
 Paula Antinucci, Assessment and Programming Teacher, Behaviour Team, Toronto 

Catholic DSB, Dr. Veronica Ellis, Educational Consultant and Paola Baldassarro, 
Assessment and Programming Teacher - Behaviour Team, Toronto Catholic DSB 

 
 This workshop will provide teachers, early childhood educators, educational assistants, 

child and youth workers and administrators with insights into the behaviour patterns of 
very young children in order to prevent out-of-control behaviours. Participants will be 
provided with an overview of practical concepts and strategies that they can use in the 
everyday life of a kindergarten class. 

 
 
Salon B Assisting Students with Autism and Learning Delays using Video Modeling with AT and 

DT Trainer 
 Barouch Chai & Rayne Tunley, Microcomputer Science Centre 
 
Teen mental   Extensive research shows that video modeling increases acquisition rates across a wide 

variety of skills. Activity Trainer (AT Trainer) is designed for individuals with Autism, 
however it is configurable for a wide range of individual learning needs and for students 
with a developmental age of 2 – 9. The Activity Trainer is a ‘first-in-its class’ tool that 
makes video modeling practical for use in classrooms and at home. The Activity Trainer, 
when combined with an interactive white board, extends the power of video modeling. 
This program also includes a diverse library of videos and other activity resources. 
During this workshop we will be covering key features including: Videos in the Skills 
Library, data collection, and how to create your own activities. We will also be presenting 
an overview of its companion program, DT Trainer, developed to educate our most 
difficult to educate individuals: children with autism. This session will demonstrate how 
these tools can assist individuals in their independence and confidence while they are 
learning new skills. 

 
  Please note: this workshop is hands-on with individual laptops and an interactive 

whiteboard. 
 
 
Ontario PAR: Formative Assessment to Support Decision Making and Implementation for 

Reading Accommodations 
  Susie Blackstein-Adler, Professional Development Team, Bridges Canada 
 
 This presentation will introduce PAR: Protocol for Accommodations in Reading, an 

assessment tool for supporting evidence based decisions about the most suitable reading 
accommodation for students. The research behind PAR, the assessment process and the 
report structure will be demonstrated for both the free paper version and the online 
version of PAR. 

 
Oneida Creating Inclusive Interactive Language-learning Environments in Early Childhood 

Settings 
 Tamara Stein, M.Sc., Reg. CASLPO, The Hanen Centre ® 
 
  The frequency of responsive conversations with adults plays a critical role in nurturing 

children’s emerging communication abilities. However, some children in early childhood 
classrooms can be harder to engage than others. Learn practical strategies for 
supporting children to “get in on the act and interact” to maximize language learning. 

 

 



 

 
 
 
3:30 – 4:30 p.m. 
 
Peninsula Integrated Transition Planning for Young People With a Developmental Disability 
  Christine Riedel - Education Officer, Special Education Policy and Programs Branch, 

Ontario Ministry of Education 
  

The Ministries of Children and Youth Services (MCYS), Community and Social Services 
(MCSS) and Education (EDU) are working collaboratively to build on and improve the 
continuum of transition supports for young people with developmental disabilities through 
Integrated Transition Planning for Young People With a Developmental Disability.  This 
presentation will share information and provide an opportunity for discussions about the 
role and responsibilities of participants in the integrated transition planning 
process.   Boards will have an opportunity to share some practices and examples of how 
they have or continue to work through the process.  

 
 
Hennepin North Understanding and Treating Dyslexia: A Cognitive Approach 

    Jessica Poulin, Arrowsmith Program 
 
The Arrowsmith Program brings neuroscience and education together. The program is 
comprised of a suite of cognitive exercises for students with learning disabilities that 
strengthen the weak cognitive capacities that affect learning. The presentation will 
focus on the cognitive areas related to Dyslexia and a description of cognitive exercises 
that effect neuroplastic changes in students’ brains. Upon completion of the cognitive 
program, students can learn without resource support or curriculum modification. 

 
 
 
Hennepin South iPads as Tools for Differentiated Instruction and Inclusion 
 Dr. Tiffany Gallagher & Rochelle Tkach, Brock University 

 
 This presentation will feature a study that focused on how eight students with 
exceptionalities develop skills in Language Arts using iPads in the classroom. The 
outcomes of this qualitative case study will highlight how teachers leverage technology to 
enhance their differentiated instructional practices and inclusive classroom 
environments. 

 
 
 
Niagara Hot Topics! Ontario Council for Children with Behavioural Disorders (OCCBD) 
 OCCBD Executive Members: Trudi MacKinnon, Behaviour Consultant, Trillium Lakelands 

DSB, Paula Antinucci, Assessment and Programming Teacher, Behaviour Team, 
Toronto Catholic DSB, Dr. Veronica Ellis, Educational Consultant and Dr. Kimberly 
Maich, Brock University 

 
 When you are up to your neck in alligators, it’s hard to remember that your main job was 

to drain the swamp.  When immersed in behavioural challenges, it’s hard for staff and 
students to steadily steer toward educational goals.  This session is an annual event 
where the executive members of the Ontario Council for Children with Behaviour al 
Disorders provide conference participants with the opportunity to   share their most 
pressing behavioural trends, challenges and solutions. Note: OCCBD Annual General 
Meeting to follow. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
Salon B Claro: Effective Multi-Sensory Solutions for Reading and Writing, Visual Brainstorming 

and Building Writing Confidence 
 Barouch Chai & Rayne Tunley, Microcomputer Science Centre 
 
  ClaroRead is a highly effective multi-sensory software solution for supporting individuals 

who struggle with reading and writing. The program will instantly read back any text that 
is selected using the mouse as well as reading back characters, words and sentences as 
they are typed. Computer users experiencing dyslexia and other situations have endorsed 
the speech capabilities of ClaroRead. 

  
  ClaroIdeas is an easy to use, powerful and fresh visual software solution for assisting 

with research, planning, outlining, studying and presenting. Creating Idea Maps using 
ClaroIdeas enables users to focus thoughts, organize concepts and include text notes, 
graphical and media content. A user can plan revision, reports, essays and presentation 
content in a more spontaneous but controlled manner with ClaroIdeas. 

  
  ClaroCapture can collect text, audio and images from any document or web page, grouping 

it as a project file. The research file can be sent to Word, PowerPoint or ClaroIdeas, our 
latest ideas mapping software. It can also extract highlighted text from Microsoft Word 
documents. ClaroCapture is a great study skills tool. 

  
  Join us as we explore how Claro Software can make a difference in a student’s 

educational experience. Please note: this workshop is hands-on with individual laptops and 
an interactive whiteboard. 

 
 
 
Ontario Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) in a Work Placement 
 Sanja Banjavcic, Special Education Teacher, Dufferin-Peel Catholic DSB 

 
This presentation highlights a successful work placement experience in a secondary 
school setting. Students attended a seven-year program and participated in the 
Exploring the World of Work course, based on the Ontario Alternative Curriculum. An 
overview of a whole semester will be presented. 

   
 

4:45 – 6:00 p.m.  Poster Presentations/President’s Reception 
 
Oakes North  Poster Presentations: 
Exhibit Hall 
 

1. Coaching Teachers through Inclusive Practice: Variables that Influence Pedagogy 
Monique Somma, Doctoral Student, Brock University and Kathy Wlodarczyk, 
Doctoral Student, McMaster University 
 

2. Improving Problem Solving Skills for Students with Mathematical Learning 
Disabilities and Students At Risk for Failure in Mathematics 
Andrea Palmay, M.Ed. Candidate, Queen's University 
 

3. Educational Support Workers: Ambassadors for Inclusion (Research in Progress) 
John Freer, M.Ed. Candidate, University of Windsor 
 

4. Canadian School Programs for Students with Emotional / Behavioral Disorders: A 
Decade of Programs, Policy, & Practice. 
Dr. Kimberly Maich, Randy Hill & Monique Somma, Brock University 

 



 

 
5. Why The Many Faces of Twice-Exceptionality 

Lynn Dare & Dr. Elizabeth Nowicki, University of Western Ontario 
 

6. Creating a Comprehensive Literature Search Strategy for Learning Disabilities 
Using the Pearl Harvesting Information Retrieval Framework 
Salsabel Almanssori, M.A. Candidate & Dr. Robert Sandieson, Western University 
 

7. Using Motivational Tactics to Support Vulnerable Readers 
Melanie Grice & Sydney Kerr, Honours Researchers, Brock University, LDA 
Niagara 
 

8. ADHD and Reading: How it Affects Reading Comprehension and Possible 
Interventions 
Kyle Robinson, M.Ed. Candidate, Queen's University 
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8:30 – 9:30 a.m. 
 
 
Peninsula Taming the Dragon: Strategies to Support Anxiety and Self-regulation Issues in 

Students with ASD  
Elaine Schil   Elaine Schiller, ASD Consultant, Surrey Place Centre 
 
  This interactive workshop introduces participants to the anxiety and self-regulation 

challenges those students with ASD experience and how these challenges may express 
themselves in the classroom. Participants will learn how to identify the specific type(s) 
of anxiety and self-regulation challenges and learn effective strategies to address these 
challenges and to teach new skills. Participants will have an opportunity to develop a 
teaching plan using their own classroom examples or through a case study approach. 
Information on how to tailor specific visual strategies, along with templates to take away 
and use will be provided. 

 
 
Hennepin North  Giving a Voice to Students with the iPad 

Jennifer Connolly, Assistive Technology Lead, Sudbury Catholic DSB 
 
Join Jennifer as we navigate through the exciting digital world of iPads. This is a hands-
on session. You are invited to bring your own iPad or borrow one of the 10 we have 
available. The features of the iPad with iOS 8 make the iPad a true universal design tool. 
SCDSB's iTunesU course for students with new SEA iPads will be shared with 
participants. Join us to help all students discover their voice. 

 
 
Hennepin South Our Ongoing Journey Towards Inclusive Education: Knowing What Matters Most - The 

Next Level of Work 
 Kimberly Walke, Doctoral Student, OISE/UT & Principal, York Region DSB and Dr. 

Darrin Griffiths, Principal, Hamilton Wentworth DSB 
 
 A student’s educational experience plays a fundamental role in their social, emotional and 

academic development, and influences their life chances. The next level of work requires 
whole system leadership and changes in education policy in Ontario to propel inclusive 
education forward. An examination of the role that principals and superintendents play in 
setting direction and influencing the education of students with special needs towards 
closing gaps in well-being and achievement will be discussed. 

 

 



 

 
 
 
Niagara Special Education Students and Bullying: An Overview of the Research and Practice 
  Sanja Banjavic, Special Education Teacher, Dufferin-Peel Catholic DSB 
 
The More  Issues and challenges of bullying in special education in secondary schools will be 

discussed. The concept of bullying will be analyzed from the perspective of special 
education, with particular emphasis on students with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) 
in a secondary school setting. Solutions and successful practices will be discussed. 

 
Ontario Teaching with Transitions in Mind 
 Jaye Blakely, Special Education Teacher, Holland Bloorview 
   
  This comprehensive presentation on transitions will: 

• Discuss the types and layers of transitions. 
• Address the importance of preparing and assisting students with special needs 

students for all types of transitions. 
• Provide suggestions on ways to both implicitly and explicitly prepare students for all 

types of transitions. 
• Explore how to embed transitions into day-to-day learning. 

 
 

Oneida The Place of Consent in Teaching Exceptional Children and Youth 
  Shannon Salisbury, Ph.D. Student, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education (OISE), 

University of Toronto 
 
  This interactive workshop will encourage educators, family members and other care 

providers of exceptional children to consider the implications of, issues surrounding, and 
alternatives to compliance as a fundamental learning goal. Topics will include 
generalization of skills, self-advocacy, informed consent, and personal safety.  
  

 
 
9:45 – 10:45 a.m. 
 
Peninsula Self-Advocacy: I Need It, and You Can Help Me Get It! 
  Christina Menel, ASD Consultant, Surrey Place Centre 
 
  This facilitated workshop introduces participants to the importance of teaching self-

advocacy skills to students with Autism Spectrum Disorder. Geared to those who directly 
support individuals with ASD, this session will explore strategies beneficial to both 
elementary and secondary students. It will focus on the importance of introducing these 
skills as early as possible, and how such skills may benefit individuals with ASD beyond 
school to support greater independence in adulthood. Topics to be introduced will include: 

 
• The importance of self-advocacy for students with ASD, and how it can affect 

student outcomes; 
• How self-advocacy skills can be developed by anyone on the ASD spectrum; and 
• Strategies to involve students in their own education plans. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

 



 

 
 
Hennepin South  The Evaluation and Use of Apps for Mental Health Issues in Children and Youth 

Jennifer Laffier, Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Education, University of Ontario Institute of 
Technology 
 
With the growing problem of mental health issues amongst children and youth, many 
practitioners, teachers, and parents are turning to the effective use of technology. Of 
particular relevance are apps for mental health that can be used by children and youth as 
an intervention strategy. However, little research has investigated the use of apps for 
mental health issues, especially with children. This study examined over 20 current apps 
available in order to determine a) what makes an effective app for mental health 
intervention, b) how can these apps be used by children and youth, and c) how can schools 
integrate the use of mental health apps as part of mental health strategies. This 
presentation will review the findings from this study including a review of the current 
apps available, key features for effective use and the implications for educational 
institutions. 

 
 
Salon B Literacy Access Everywhere in Action: Hands-on with Kurzweil 3000/firefly 
 Bogdan Pospielovsky, Bridges Canada 
 
Teen mental   Changes to SEA means that Ontario boards can take full advantage of their buying power 

and turn individual Kurzweil 3000 licenses to a universal license often at a lower annual 
cost. At this session attendees will learn hands-on how K3000 web licensing supports 
literacy learning for the whole classroom. 

  Kurzweil 3000 on iPads, Android device, through virtually any computer’s web browser; 
cloud based Universal Library; unlimited access for all at school or home or anywhere a 
web browser is found; if your school board just has individual Kurzweil licenses through 
SEA, you might not know what your students and your entire education community have 
been missing. 

   
  In this hands-on workshop we’ll work with K3000 Web License on multiple platforms – 

windows, Mac, iPad and through web browsers on firefly. Participants will have an 
opportunity to try: 
•  The sophisticated writing and reading-to- write tools. 
•  Prepping for the test and writing the high-stakes test like EQAO 
•  Sharing docs across platforms – Android, iPad, Chrome, Windows, Mac 
•  Reading to Learn strategies 
•  Whole-class instruction with firefly and K3000.  

   
  Note: For this hands-on interactive session, Bridges will provide participants with access 

to iPads, Macs and Chromebooks. 
 
 
 
Niagara Peer Play in Inclusive Child Care: The Impact of a Peer-mediated Social Skills program 

in Ontario 
 Dr. Kimberly Maich, Brock University 
 
 The ‘Stay, Play, and Talk’ peer-mediated social skills program has shown positive trends in 

increasing peer interactions, including children with ASD. Participants will learn about 
Phase III of its implementation and quasi-experimental research outcomes in a multi-
classroom, inclusive childcare environment with diverse needs, including ASD. 

 



 

   
 
Ontario Overcoming Speech Phobia: Using Video Games to successively shape a Child’s 

Speech 
  Poling Bork, PhD Candidate, Brock University 
 
 MEEU is a revolutionary selective mutism (SM) software application that allows a child to 

play interactive games that incorporate a hierarchy of speech (from sound to words). 
MEEU also tracks a child’s game (speech) progress, and doubles as an augmented and 
alternative communication device for the child. 

 
 
Oneida Using a Computer-Based Reading Program to Develop Early Reading Skills for a Child 

with ASD 
 Caitlin Freeman, Brock University 
 
  A 9-week reading program was conducted with a 7-year old boy with Autism Spectrum 

Disorder (ASD) and reading difficulties utilizing a computer-based reading program. The 
research examined the child's enjoyment and engagement with the program, and the 
impact on the participant's phonological awareness scores. 

   
 
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 
Peninsula A Structured Teaching Approach to Meet the Individuals Needs of all Students 
  Tammy Couture, Supervising Therapist, Surrey Place Centre and Elizabeth Seguin, 

Autism Consultant, Conseil Scolaire Viamonde 
 
  Structured Teaching is an aspect of the TEACCH curriculum (Schopler, Mesibov & 

Hearsey, 1995), which is a validated teaching method that promotes communication, 
learning, and independence while also helping to decrease problematic behaviours. This 
approach can be used with students of all ages and developmental levels and has been 
implemented in several inclusive primary level classrooms. Each inclusive classroom has 
students with Autism Spectrum Disorder, developmental disabilities, and/or behavioural 
problems. 

  
  This presentation provides information regarding the outcomes of a large-scale project 

implemented in both French school boards in Ontario. The project began in 2012 and 
continues to be implemented yearly. The facilitators of this workshop will review the 
steps used to apply the various aspects of Structured Teaching while sharing multiple 
examples of key successes and strategies implemented in the classrooms. 

 
 
Hennepin North  Is it time for an Educational Assistant Provincial Association? 

Allison Fitzgibbon, Sheridan College, Kathryn Hansen, St. Clair College, Gwen Barlow, 
Confederation College and Tracey Newman, President of CUPE 5200 (Halton Catholic 
District School Board) 
 
The role of Educational Assistants/paraeducators has become diverse, complex and 
significant. This panel discussion welcomes the voices of those working in the role of 
Educational Assistant, along with teachers, parents and students as we examine the 
possibility of a provincial body to support the EA role in today’s educational settings. 

 

 
  

 

 



 

 
 
Hennepin South Learning Disabilities & Self-Advocacy - The Elephant in the Room 
 Elisa Blasi, Self-Advocate and Student, York University 

  “Throughout most of my student life I have felt like ‘the elephant in the classroom’. My 
learning disability was something that many people noticed, but very few knew how to 
approach. My journey in understanding the nature of my learning disability has truly 
been, and continues to be, a roller coaster. What I once saw as a roadblock and an excuse 
has slowly turned into something that has shaped me into the person I am today.  I 
believe it is extremely important for people with a learning disability to collectively share 
their experiences in order to enact change and provide empowerment to others. Join me 
as I share my own experience and explore the beneficial changes that can be made 
through shining a light on the “elephant in the room” and altering students'/teachers' 
perspectives on accommodations.”   

 
Note: Session sponsored by CEC's Ontario Subdivision on Learning Disabilities 

  
 
Salon B Eye Gaze: Break Through the Last Access Barriers in the Classroom 
 Iain Wallace, Bridges Canada 
 
Teen mental   This session is an introduction to the application of eye gaze camera systems for 

computer access in the classroom, often used for curricular access for students with 
physical, cognitive and sensory challenges. Camera systems to be presented include the 
PCEye Go, Tobii I-series (ADP approved) and MyGaze from Inclusive. 

 
 
Niagara Reading Rocks: A Motivational Approach to Support Children with Learning Disabilities 
  Hilary Scruton, Graduate Researcher and Dr. John McNamara, Department of Child and 

Youth Studies, Brock University 
 
  This presentation will present the Reading Rocks program and will demonstrate how this 

type of approach can be implemented in a school setting. Reading Rocks is similar to 
traditional reading programs in that instructors’ focus on essential component skills 
required to teach children how to read; however, the program is unique as it also uses 
motivational tactics to engage children’s self-regulated learning. Reading Rocks 
recognizes that within the spectrum of motivation there are several tactics that can be 
used to bolster children’s motivation and increase their reading achievement. In this 
presentation we will explore how Reading Rocks not only affects the academic 
achievement of children with learning disabilities but also how such a high-powered 
environment can shape children's neural connections.   
 

Ontario Let’s Get It Write! Strategies to Develop Handwriting Success 
Brian Hankyle, National Curriculum Specialist, Handwriting Without Tears  
 
Handwriting fluency is an essential component of early learning and communication. Learn 
hands-on, multisensory, developmentally appropriate strategies for facilitating pencil 
grip, letter/number formations, sizing, spacing, and sentence skills; review digital media 
tools to supplement instruction; and, address students’ diverse learning styles and 
abilities using familiar classroom materials. 

 
12:00 - 2:00 p.m. 
 
Oakes Ballroom South Awards Presentation & Luncheon 



 

Past Presidents of the Ontario Council for Exceptional Children 

Year/Conference 
Location 

President Year/Conference 
Location 

President 

1956 – Windsor Hellen Delaporte 1957 – Niagara Falls Don Warren 

1958 - Ottawa Edythe Blackburn 1959 – Toronto Dr. John McIntosh 

1960 – London Murray Chalmers 1961 – Hamilton Murray Chalmers 

1962 – Niagara Falls William Sled 1963 - Windsor  Marian Francis 

1964 – Cooksville Dr. T. Martin 1965 – Kitchener Elgin Fretz 

1966 – Toronto Gil Darnley 1967 – Ottawa Ruth Campbell 

1968 – London Madeline Hardy 1969 – Kingston Catherine Michalski 

1970 – North York Jim Pittaway 1971 – Hamilton Peter Beveridge 

1972 - Toronto Robert Martin 1973 - Windsor Zolle Veres 

1974 – Ottawa Lorne Cassidy 1975 – Toronto Bettie Beattie 

1976 – London Bruce Georgeff 1977 – Toronto Frank Ionson 

1978 – Ottawa Jim Townsend 1979 – Hamilton Wayne Tompkins 

1980 - Windsor Don Rikley 1981 – Toronto Earl Campbell 

1982 – London Don Werner 1983 - Toronto Marion MacLeod 

1984 - Ottawa Mary Scott 1985 - Toronto Robert Adams 

1986 – Kitchener Rosemary Nagel 1987 – Toronto Barry Lee 

1988 – London Ron Gough 1989 – Sault Ste. Marie Cheryl Zinszer 

1990 – Kingston Hellen Bogie 1991 - Hamilton Elizabeth Bond 

1992 – Toronto Enid Baird 1993 - Windsor Bruce Mason 

1994 – Mississauga Claranne McFarling 1995 – Ottawa Joe de Bruijn 

1996 – Richmond Hill Lynn Ziraldo 1997 – London Jackie Bajus 

1998 – Toronto Marie Labelle 1999 – Sault Ste. Marie Marianna Kreppi 

2000 – Niagara Falls Dick Edwards 2001 - Stratford  Marlene Sartor 

2002 – Oakville Denise Drinkwalter 2003 – Toronto Denise Drinkwalter 

2004 – Ottawa Diane Vandenbossche 2005 - Sudbury Kim Taylor Horeck 

2006 – Richmond Hill Kim Taylor Horeck 2007 – Niagara Falls Cindy Perras 

2008 – London Allan Balitian 2009 - Oakville Josette Heslop 

2010 – Niagara Falls Ashleigh Molloy 2011 – Toronto Amy Shannon 

2012 – Niagara Falls Cindy Perras 2013 – Niagara Falls Beth Kavanagh 

2014 – Niagara Falls Beth Kavanagh   



 

Exhibitors, Agencies & Associations 

Amanda Golench Jewelry Display & Sale (Self-Advocate) 

Camp Kennebec 

Camp Kodiak 

College Internship Program 

FDMT 

Handwriting Without Tears 

Learning A-Z 

LEARNstyle Ltd. 

Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario/LD@School 

Lexia Reading 

Lindamood-Bell Learning Processes 

Marathon Learning Materials 

Microcomputer Science Centre 

NILD Canada 

QBS Inc. 

Ryerson Univeristy 

Stealthwear Clothing 

The Hanen Centre 

Williams Marijan & Associates 

	  



10 Keep Up-To-Date on Special
Education Issues, Trends, and Findings

TEACHING Exceptional Children is the only classroom-
oriented magazine reporting the latest practical methods,
materials, and programs for teaching children with
exceptionalities. Exceptional Children gives you an early look
at the significant findings and trends in special education.

9 Save Big Bucks
Attend the CEC Annual Convention and Expo, and you’ll
save the cost of your membership . . . and then some! Plus, as
a member you can take advantage of professional liability and
other insurance programs, discounts on educational resources,
financial services, and much more. 

8 Network, Network, Network!
Dues include membership in your state/provincial CEC
(and local chapter where applicable). Get to know
other experts in your community, your
state/province, nationally, and around the globe.

7 Increase Your 
Professional Profile

Explore career options online 
in the largest job bank on the
Internet devoted exclusively to special
education professionals. Publish in CEC’s journals.
Share your expertise at CEC’s highly respected
conferences and symposia. Receive recognition for
your contributions through CEC’s award programs.

6 Add to Your Expertise
Join any—or all!—of CEC’s 17 special interest
divisions to increase your knowledge and become
more deeply involved in your profession.

TOP REASONS10
Why YOU Should Belong to the 
Council for Exceptional Children (CEC)

5 Get the Resources 
You Need at Prices 
You Can Afford

The CEC Catalog is crammed with
resources and materials
specifically for special
educators. Members
save up to 30%!

4 Add New Leadership 
Skills to Your Resume

You don’t have to be a long-term
member to get involved. New members
are encouraged to participate in your local
chapter or state/provincial CEC activities,
join a committee, run for office, or get involved 
in a variety of ways at all levels of CEC.

3 Vote for the Leadership   
to Represent Your Profession

Your voice . . . and your vote . . . makes a difference. Vote for
dedicated educators to lead CEC and the special education

profession into the 21st century.

2 Influence the Profession
Add your voice to advance the policies that support

children with exceptionalities and the professionals
who serve them.  Just a few of the issues for which

CEC has advocated include reduction of special
education paperwork, full funding for special education, and
preserving special education research programs.

1 Improve the Educational Success of    
Individuals with Disabilities

Isn’t that why you became a special educator 
in the first place?

Call 888.232.7733 or go to www.cec.sped.org for more information.




